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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed October 1 5. 2004. Paper No./Mail Date 
041014 . please consider the following. 

The Examiner has required restriction to one of the following inventions under 35 
U.S.C. §121: 

I. Claims 125-127, 139 and 140, drawn to a machine tool having 
telescoping rails. 

II. Claims 128-131 and 141-144, drawn to a machine tool having four 
pulleys disposed at the table comers. 

III. Claims 132-135, drawn to a machine tool having both telescoping 



rails and four pulleys disposed at the table corners. 

Applicants respectfully traverse this restriction requirement. The Examiner states 
that the telescoping rails of Group I could be employed in a machine tool with only three 
pulleys. While this may be tme, Claim 124 defines "a plurality of pulleys" and thus 
whether there are three or four pulleys does not matter since both are lowered by the 
plurality of pulleys of Claim 1 and thus the Examiner will be required to search both the 
telescoping rails of Group I (class 108) and the pulley system of Group II (class 33) 
since Claim 124 defines a plurality of pulleys. Also, if Group III is selected, it has both 
telescoping rails and four pulleys which again requires the Examiner to search both 
class 33 and class 108. 

Thus, Applicants believe there is no excessive burden on the Office to examine 
these inventions together since It is clear that all of the classes identified by the 
Examiner in defining the excessive burden must be searched anyway. Applicants 
respectfully request withdrawal of the restricted requirements. 

Should the Examiner maintain the restriction requirements, Applicants request 
the Examiner to proceed with Group III. Applicants believe Claims 124, 128 and 132- 
138 read on the elected invention. Applicants have included Claim 128 because Claim 
132 depends from Claim 128 and thus, Claim 132 includes the limitations of Claim 128. 
Applicants request that the non-elected claims be held in abeyance for possible 
rejoinder and/or further prosecution in future divisional and/or continuation applications. 
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CONCLUSION 



It is believed that a full and complete response has been made to the 



outstanding Office Action, and as such, the present application is in condition for 
allowance. Thus, prompt and favorable consideration of this Response is respectfully 
requested. If the Examiner believes that personal communication will expedite 
prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at 
(248)641-1600. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: November 2. 2004 
Harness, Dickey & Pierce, p.l.c. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills. Ml 48303 
(248)641-1600 



By: 
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